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COMMON SOYBEAN INSECTS

1. BEAN LEAF BEETLE, Cerotoma trifurcata (Forster). The adult
beetle feeds on stems of soybean seedlings and also eats holes in
leaves and pods. The slender white larvae (not pictured) chew roots
and nodules and feed on stems just below the soil surface. The beetles
measure about 1/5 inch long and are usually reddish or yellowish with
black spots on their wing covers. However, color and markings can
vary greatly. For control, see E-51 and E-77.

2. MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE, Epilachna varivestis Mulsant. The
Mexican bean beetle is a pest of garden beans but will also attack soy-
beans. Both adults and larvae cause damage. The adults chew holes
in the leaves and pods, whereas larvae eat away the leaf surface, giv-
ing foliage a lacy appearance. The beetles are about 1/4 inch long, and
all stages are usually found on the underside of leaves. For control, see
E-76 and E-77.

3. JAPANESE BEETLE, Popillia japonica Newman. Although Japa-
nese beetle grubs usually live in turf, in some areas of Indiana they
have become adapted to agricultural land and feed on the roots of crops.
When adult beetles emerge in early July, one of their favorite food plants
is soybeans. They collect on upper leaves and eat the foliage. For con-
trol, see E-75 and E-77.

4. STRIPED BLISTER BEETLE, Epicauta vittata (Fabricius). Of the
several kinds of blister beetles, the more common species are black,
grey or striped as pictured. All are similar in shape and range from 1/2
to 3/4 inch long. They are general feeders, and soybean is only one of
the many plants they attack. As a rule, the beetles appear suddenly
and feed in spots in the field, stripping foliage off the plants. For control,
see E-77.

5. GREEN STINK BUG, Family Pentatomidae. Several species of
green or brown stink bugs feed on soybean pods. With their sucking
mouthparts, they pierce both pod and developing seed. This injury re-
sults in blemished seed at harvest time. Although of little importance in
Indiana, stink bug injury in southern states has been severe enough to
affect quality and lower the grade of the seed. For control, see E-77.
6. TWOSPOTTED SPIDER MITE, Tetranychus urticae (Koch). The
tiny twospotted and other plant-feeding mites are best seen with a mag-
nifying glass. They feed on the underside of leaves causing the foliage
to become bronzed and yellowed. Close examination will reveal round,
pearly white eggs and webbing over the plant surface. Damage is most
likely to occur during hot dry weather in July and August. For control,
see E-39 and E-77.

7. THRIPS, Order Thysanoptera. Thrips are small, fast moving in-
sects that rasp or scrape open the plant surface, then feed on juices
that ooze from the wounds. Injury is easily confused with other condi-
tions that also cause yellowing and withering of lower leaves and stunt-
ing of young plants. Thrips damage is most severe during the early part
of the growing season. For control, see E-77.

8. GRAPE COLASPIS, Colaspis brunnea (Fabricius). Larvae of the
grape colaspis are small grubs 1/8 to 1/6 inch long that live in the soil
and feed on plant roots. They are more common in clover sod than in
soybean fields, but beans planted on infested soil may suffer root dam-
age early in the growing season. The adults (not pictured) are tan col-
ored beetles about the size of a match head. They eat small holes in
soybean leaves.

9. SEEDCORN MAGGOT, Delia platura (Meigen). Seedcorn maggot
may destroy soybean seeds before they germinate or kill young plants
before they emerge from the soil. Damage is most likely to occur if
germination is delayed by cool wet weather. Maggot populations are
highest in fields having large amounts of decaying organic matter on
the soil surface.

10. WHITE GRUBS, Phyllophagaand Cyclocephala spp. and Popilla
Jjaponica Newman. White grubs, the larvae of June beetles, feed on
soybean roots. There are many species, most of which have a 1,2,or 3-
year life cycle. Grubs often build up in large numbers on uncultivated
land. Damage to soybeans can usually be traced back to infestations
that started in sod or grassy land. Popillia japonica grubs do not nor-
mally damage soybeans, although they may be found in soybean fields.
11. GRASSHOPPERS, Family Acrididae. Grasshoppers are general
feeders. Damage to soybeans may occur when the insects migrate into
a bean field from uncultivated areas during dry weather or from hay
fields when the crop is cut. As a rule, damage is confined to the border
rows. For control, see E-19 and E-77.

12. GREEN CLOVERWORM, Hypena scabra (Fabricius). The green
cloverworm eats holes in soybean leaves and feeds on the blossoms.
When small, it is yellowish-green but later turns darker green with fine
white lines running the length of the body. It is an inch long when full
grown. Cloverworms feed on the underside of leaves. When disturbed,
they drop to the ground and crawl with a looping motion. If handled they
thrash about violently. For control, see E-77 and E-78.

13. CABBAGE LOOPER, Trichopulsia ni (Hubner). Commonly found
on cabbage and other cole crops, this caterpillar also feeds on foliage of
soybeans, It is tapered toward the head and crawls with a looping mo-
tion. Compared to cabbage, damage to soybeans by the cabbage looper
is slight.

14. GARDEN WEBWORM, Achyra rantalis (Guenee). The garden we-
bworm feeds beneath a light silken web which the caterpillars spin over
foliage and other parts of the plant. When full-grown, the worms are
about an inch long. If disturbed, they drop to the ground or retreat into
silken tubes constructed during their web spinning activities.

15. CORN EARWORM, Helicoverpa zea (Boddie). Although more
commonly a pest of corn, when abundant, the corn earworm may also
feed on soybeans, preferably the pods. Damage is most likely to occur
in the southern part of the state. The earworm varies greatly in color
and markings most being tan or brown, some green and still others
nearly black. For control, see E-77.

Current Control Information

The information and color illustrations presented here are designed
to help you correctly identify some of the more common insects ca-
pable of damaging soybeans. Although many kinds of insects do
feed on beans, only a few have caused enough damage in Indiana
to require control measures. This situation may change, however, as
insects adapt themselves to soybeans grown under Indiana condi-
tions.

Purdue University extension entomologists have prepared the fol-
lowing publications relating, some in part, to control of insects that
attack soybeans. Specific questions concerning other pest damage
to beans will be answered upon request.

E-19 Controlling Grasshoppers

E-39 Twospotted Spider Mites on Field Crops

E-51 Bean Leaf Beetle on Soybeans

E-75 Controlling the Japanese Beetle

E-76 Controlling Mexican Bean Beetle in Soybeans
E-77 Soybean Insect Control Recommendations
E-78 Controlling Green Cloverworm in Soybeans

Single copies of these publications, revised periodically, may be ob-
tained by Indiana residents from their local county
Cooperative Extension Service office or from Agricultural Communi-
cation Media Distribution Center, 301 South 2nd Street, Lafayette, IN
47901-1232, Ph: 765-494-6794.
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COMMON SOYBEAN INSECTS

For safe and effective use of insecticides, always identify the problem correctly.
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4. Striped blister beetle 10. White grub 11. Grasshopper 15. Corn earworm
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