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Black Moths Abundant Around the Farm - (John
Obermeyer and Christian Krupke) -

Most likely you have seen some black moths flying around farms, homes, and yards, especially to
lights at night. These moths are actually mottled grayish-black and when at rest they have the
triangular shape of a stealth fighter jet. These are likely the adult green cloverworm (Noctuidae:

Plathypena scabra).

The slender green caterpillars feed on soybean foliage, as well as alfalfa, clover, and other

leguminous plants - there are a lot of those plants around the Indiana countryside! Normally,



fungal pathogens, as well as insect parasites and predators, keep green cloverworm populations at
low levels in soybeans. For unknown reasons, those natural controls were not as effective this year
and allowed the cloverworms to increase in number. The result is lots of the adult moths flying

around lights and residences.

These moths are only a nuisance and will not harm people, houses, or yards. The moths will pass the
winter in leaf litter and/or other sheltered areas and next spring the survivors will emerge and
begin egg laying. They are not generally a pest, but you can probably find a few in each soybean

field if you look hard enough.
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Close-up of green cloverworm moth on a window screen.


https://dev.extension.entm.purdue.edu/pestcrop/2016/Issue20/assets/bug1.jpg

Green cloverworm caterpillar.


https://dev.extension.entm.purdue.edu/pestcrop/2016/Issue20/assets/bug2.jpg

Parasitized green cloverworm larva by a wasp.
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Corn Earworm - (Rick Foster) -

After a season of relatively low corn earworm activity, pheromone trap catches have taken a
dramatic turn upward, especially in the northern half of the state. Catches of 100-200 moths per
night in the trap are not uncommon currently. Keep in mind that the threshold for treatment is 10
moths per night, so these catches would be 10-20X the threshold. At this point, growers with late
sweet corn should be beginning treating when about 30-50% of the plants are showing silks. Sprays
should be applied every 2-3 days until silks turn brown. It takes 3 days for eggs to hatch so a

reasonable question would be, why spray every 2 days? Really what it becomes at this point is a


https://dev.extension.entm.purdue.edu/pestcrop/2016/Issue20/assets/bug3.jpg

numbers game. Even the best insecticide applied at the highest rate with excellent coverage will
not provide 100% control. When counts are near the threshold the number of escapes is relatively
low and tolerable. When you multiply the number of hatching eggs by 10 or 20-fold, the number of
escapes is likely increased by a similar amount and that becomes intolerable. Spraying a little more
frequently will help to reduce the number of escapes. The best products we have seen in our trials,
since the development of resistance to the pyrethroids, are Coragen, Radiant, and Belt. If you use
the high rate of these products, and you should, you cannot stick to a single product because of
limitations on the total amount that can be used per acre per season. So that means you will need
more than one of these products. Some growers have asked if tank mixing a pyrethroid is useful
during this late surge of activity. While | wouldn’t recommend that during the early season, | think
that may be beneficial now because the pyrethroids will provide control of earworms that do not

exhibit resistance.

2016 Corn Earworm Trap Report - (Rick Foster) -
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Precipitation



Total Precipitation
Aug 11 -17 2016
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Analysis by Indiana State Climate Office
Web: http/fwww. iclimate .org
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Temperature



Average Temperature (°F): Departure from Mean
August 9, 2016 to Augqust 15, 2016

(C) Midwestern Reqional Climate Canter

Mean period is 1881-2010.

Indiona Staote Climote Office www.iclimate.org

Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana

email:  iclimaote@purdue.edu
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