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Insects, Mites, And Nematodes

Stinging Caterpillars - (John Obermeyer and Christian
Krupke)

 Two caterpillar species now feeding on field crops can
inflict painful stings

» Other caterpillars, such as woollybears and thistle
caterpillars, are harmless

Pest managers occasionally observe or FEEL peculiar-
looking caterpillars feeding on the leaves of corn and soybean
this time of the year. Look carefully before you touch! Two
species, the lo caterpillar and the Saddleback caterpillar,
found in fields can sting when brushed against! Though both lo caterpillar in corn (stings)
species can be found on many different plants, in field crops
the lo feeds on both corn and soybean, while the saddleback
is only encountered in corn.

The bodies ofthese caterpillars are covered with “stinging”
or “urticating” hairs, which produce a stinging sensation and
temporary rash when the caterpillars come into contact with
the skin. These stinging hairs resemble spines; whereas
the often encountered and harmless woollybear is just hairy
looking. To add confusion to the matter, there are many
more formidable looking caterpillars found on various plant
species that are harmless. The old adage, when in doubt,
leave it alone applies here.

Saddleback caterpillar in corn (stings)
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Should you come in contact with one of these caterpillars,
most victims experience short-lived pain likened to that of
“hot needles” and then temporary reddening of the skin.
Happy Scouting!

Thistle caterpillar (harmless)

Woollybear caterpillar (harmless)

St

Worms in the Ear - (John Obermeyer and Christian
Krupke)

Excitement about worms in corn ears seems to be at an
all-time high, which isn’t saying much. Most likely the trapping
of western bean cutworm moths for the first time in Indiana
has spurred this “frenzy.” Regardless, we welcome anything
that will get folks out this time of year to inspect crops. These
caterpillars can be very similar in appearance and habits, so
identification to species of some of the worms in ears can be
tricky. Some identification tips, though not foolproof, appear
below for the corn earworm, western bean cutworm, fall
armyworm and European corn borer. In general, you cannot
use overall body color for identification.

) Corn ngWOrm -

.

Usually a double mid-
dorsal dark line the
length of the body

: ]
Alternating light
- and dark stripes
running lengthwise
on the body

b

l Western

e
3 Smooth textured skin ¢ ,

lacking obvious stripes

o SR AR
g

Ao 13 f > .
’f ~ Black area

behind head
with 3 light-
colored stripesJ

vl

5 g,
P& A
" Multiple worms
- may be found on
. anear

L'}

154 . 1
o o o
1 Y &

o

o

w

i7 .
BliGio Credit: University of Nebraska "l



http://www.entm.purdue.edu/entomology/ext/targets/p&c/PandC2006/graphic20/fig3.jpg
http://www.entm.purdue.edu/entomology/ext/targets/p&c/PandC2006/graphic20/fig4.jpg
http://www.entm.purdue.edu/entomology/ext/targets/p&c/PandC2006/graphic20/fig5.jpg
http://www.entm.purdue.edu/entomology/ext/targets/p&c/PandC2006/graphic20/fig6.jpg

Pest&Crop No. 20 August 11, 2006  Page 3

Four distinct
“bumps” on
last abdominal

’ Eukopeaécor_.n ipreri ; :-»‘

Body without
distinct stripes

Inverted white,
Y-shaped ;
suture

Black Light Trap Catch Report - (John Obermeyer)

Dubois/SIPAC Ag Center 0 1 2 0 5 0 2 0 2 0 0 24 0 1
Jennings/SEPAC Ag Center | 0 0 9 0 0 0 2
Knox/SWPAC Ag Center 0 0 8 2 16 1 4 0 1 7 1 14 0 2
LaPorte/Pinney Ag Center 0 0 10 0 1 0 10 1] O 0 122 0 5 0 2
Lawrence/Feldun Ag Center | 0 5 2 0 30 0 8 0 5 0 0 35 0 1
Randolph/Davis Ag Center 0 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 1 25 0 2 0 4
Tippecanoe/TPAC Ag Center| 0 0 6 0 0 0 17| O 5 319 0 32 0 10
\Whitley/NEPAC Ag Center 0 1 8 0 10 0 8 1 0 51 0 8 0 3
VC = Variegated Cutworm, BCW = Black Cutworm, ECB = European Corn Borer, SWCB = Southwestern Corn Borer,
CEW = Corn Earworm, FAW = Fall Armyworm, AW = Armyworm
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Weather Update

GDD(2) = Growing Degree Days from April 12 (2% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(10) = Growing Degree Days from April 26 (10% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development

Temperatures as of August 9, 2006

GDD(33) = Growing Degree Days from May 3 (33% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development 4” Bare Soil
GDD(74) = Growing Degree Days from May 10 (74% of Indiana’s corn planted), for corn growth and development Temperatures
8/9/06
MAP KEY

Location
GDD(2) GDD(10) GDD(33) GDD(74)

Angola
1612 1490 1454 139
Wanatah

1910 1770 1718 1647 Kendallville
2032 1876 1818 1735

Winamac
2018 1876 1826 1755

Bluffton
Young America 2005 1863 1803 §173

2047 1900 1847 1770

W. Lafayette (ACRE)
2120 1986 1930 1850

Tipton
1905 1764 1715 1647 ,,.
Winchegter

2035 1884 1%

Perrysville
‘2236 2073 2010 1926 Carmel

2044 1896 1839 1770  New Castle
1997 1849 1798 1730

Greencastle
2073 1906 1851 1780

Brookville
2120 1947 1879

2261 2091 2032Q19
Oolitic
.. 2079 1900 1842 1765
Freelandville

2344 2157 2094 2015

Stendal
2460 2230 2155 2070
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