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INSECTS, MITES & NEMATODES

Western Bean Cutworm Flight Declining– (Christian
 Krupke and John Obermeyer) -

Moth flight past peak, slowing down.
Egg laying and egg hatch should be peaking now.
Scout for egg masses and hatched larvae in high-risk fields.

The western bean cutworm (WBC) trapping season continues, and from the numbers being reported

 this past week, we are past the peak moth flight. A large percentage of this year’s eggs have been laid

 and likely hatched, meaning scouting efforts should switch to the small larvae migrating to areas of

 protection, such as the whorl, before moving to the ear when they get larger. Use this year’s trap

Weather Update

Corn Earworm Trap Report

Western Bean Cutworm Trap Report

Moisture and Temperature Accumulations



 catches (see following trap report) and recent history as your guide for prioritizing scouting areas. As

 you view the “Western Bean Cutworm Adult Pheromone Trap Report”, notice the variability of moth

 captures, even from traps within close proximity to each other. Although the relationship between trap

 catches and damage is not particularly strong (i.e., high trap counts do not always mean high damage),

 traps are a good timing mechanism and presence/absence indicator. When they spike suddenly, it’s

 time to scout. Fields near largest trap catches should be prioritized for scouting. But that’s about as far

 as we can take trap counts in assessing damage potential. Areas/fields with damage last year will likely

 be at most risk this year.

Newly hatched western bean cutworm and whorl leaf damage.



 Young western bean cutworm larvae in leaf axil.

Many Bt-traited corn hybrids offer excellent control of WBC and will not require scouting. However,

 some Bt hybrids do not offer any protection, nor do most varieties of specialty corn, e.g., popcorn,

 waxy, etc. Scouting is a matter of walking fields and looking for egg masses, generally laid on the top

 surface of the plant’s uppermost, upright leaves. Concentrate your efforts on pre-tassel/early

 pollinating corn; this growth stage is preferred by female moths as the young larvae initially feed on

 pollen. This will be difficult this year because of the field variability due to heavy rains. If more than 5%

 of plants surveyed have egg masses/live larvae, treatment is advised. If needed, too-early insecticide

 applications are better than late ones – pyrethroid insecticides will offer enough residual activity in

 most cases for a few days of killing the tiny hatching larvae as they travel on their way into the plant’s

 whorl or leaf axils. Happy Scouting!
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VIDEO: WBC Scouting Comparison: Spray vs. Non-
Spray– (Christian Krupke) -
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https://youtu.be/IGVrOmLG8hA?list=
https://youtu.be/IGVr0mLG8hA?list=PL1DCC2F39021955FF
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Western Bean Cutworm Pheromone Trap Report

 Corn Earworm Trap Report.

AdamsCounty:

http://extension.entm.purdue.edu/cornearworm/index.php
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ClayCounty:

Bower/Ceres Solutions/BrazilCooperator:
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FayetteCounty:

Schelle/Falmouth Farm Supply Inc.Cooperator:
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HendricksCounty:
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JasperCounty:

Ritter/Brodbeck SeedsCooperator:
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JayCounty:

Boyer/Davis PACCooperator:
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Shrack/Ran Del Agri ServicesCooperator:
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JenningsCounty:

Bauerle/SEPACCooperator:
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KnoxCounty:

Bower/Ceres Solutions/FreelandvilleCooperator:
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Bower/Ceres Solutions/FrichtonCooperator:
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LakeCounty:

Kleine/Kleine FarmsCooperator:

 Wk 1

0Wk 2

2Wk 3

14Wk 4

7Wk 5

4Wk 6

LakeCounty:
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LaPorteCounty:

Rocke/Agri-Mgmt Solutions, WanatahCooperator:
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MiamiCounty:

Early/Pioneer HybridsCooperator:
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MiamiCounty:

Myers/Myers Ag ServiceCooperator:
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MontgomeryCounty:

Stine/Nicholson SonsultingCooperator:
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NewtonCounty:

Moyer/Dekalb Hybrids, Lake VillageCooperator:
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PorterCounty:

Leuck/PPACCooperator:
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PutnamCounty:

Nicholson/Nicholson ConsultingCooperator:
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RandolphCounty:

Boyer/DPACCooperator:
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RushCounty:

Schelle/Falmouth Farm Supply Inc.Cooperator:
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ShelbyCounty:

Simpson/Simpson FarmsCooperator:
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SullivanCounty:

Bower/Ceres Solutions/SullivanCooperator:
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TippecanoeCounty:
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TippecanoeCounty:

Nagel/Ceres SolutionsCooperator:
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TippecanoeCounty:

Obermeyer/Purdue EntomologyCooperator:
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TippecanoeCounty:

Westerfeld/MonsantoCooperator:
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WhitleyCounty:

Walker/NEPACCooperator:

0Wk 1
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WEATHER UPDATE

Precipitation
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Temperature
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