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Think Like a Rootworm Beetle... Pollen and
Soybean – (John Obermeyer and Larry Bledsoe)

• Late pollinating corn and/or weeds may attract large
numbers of rootworm beetles.

• Egg laying during August may cause considerable
root damage to next year’s corn.

• Rapid maturity of the corn may be encouraging
earlier and more beetle movement to soybean.

We continue to receive reports about various
situations that have attracted tremendous numbers of
western corn rootworm beetles. This includes late-
planted/replanted corn and weed escapes through the
soybean canopy. Remember, the rootworm beetles are
pollen feeders, and not just corn pollen (e.g., foxtails,
ragweeds, lambsquarters, pigweeds, etc.). Numerous
beetles that converge on these “trap” crops will likely
encourage significant egg laying for next year’s corn
roots. Investigations of these areas during August will
help one make informed decisions for next year, i.e.,
rootworm insecticides.

Western corn rootworm beetles feeding on weed pollen

Because of the rapid growth and maturity of this
year’s corn crop, it seems that the variant western corn
rootworm beetle is moving to soybean fields earlier than
normal. Ultimately this means that more mating and
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egg-laying than previous years may be occurring for a
given area of the state. This was reported in last week’s
Pest&Crop concerning west central Indiana counties
south of Interstate 70. We continue to encourage pest
managers to observe for the beetle’s presence in their
soybean fields, and not rely solely on our county sweep
survey for next year’s insect management decisions.

Soybean Aphid Update – (John Obermeyer, Larry
Bledsoe, and Bob O’Neil)

No news continues to be GOOD news. Though
soybean aphid can be found in many soybean fields in
northern counties, densities remain very low. We are
aware of one soybean seed field that was treated in
Marshall County over a week ago, however the numbers
were far below the threshold of 250 aphids/plant.
Considering that much of the same is occurring
throughout the Midwest, we have very little concern
about an influx of aphids carried on weather fronts.

Soybean growth and development continues to make
excellent progress and moisture doesn’t appear to be a
limiting factor for the crop. Though we are not completely
out of the woods for this season, the clearing is in sight.
What a contrast from last year!
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Beetles demolishing silks of late-planted corn

• • P&C • •
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Weather Update
Temperatures as of August 4, 2004
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DISCLAIMER

MAP KEY

GDD(5) = Growing Degree Days from April 7 (5% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(42) = Growing Degree Days from April 21 (42% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(75) = Growing Degree Days from April 30 (75% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development
GDD(93) = Growing Degree Days from May 14 (93% of Indiana's corn planted), for corn growth and development

Location
GDD(5)  GDD(42)  GDD(75)  GDD(93)

4" Bare Soil
Temperatures

8/4/04

Location
Max.     Min.

Wanatah
95     74

Winamac
92    76

Bluffton
76    76

Chalmers
77    73

W Laf Acre
95     80

Farmland
79     74

Perrysville
86    78

Crawfordsville
80     75

Wanatah
1771  1648  1615  1453

Plymouth
1847  1728  1684  1513

Bluffton
2010  1884  1825  1654

Young America
1994  1863  1814  1623

W. Lafayette ACRE
1988  1848  1799  1599

Tipton
1937  1812  1765  1590

Perrysville
2152  1995  1940  1735

Greencastle
1983  1847  1798  1615

Oolitic
2172  2037  1980  1789

Shoals
2274  2121  2060  1852

Boonville
1803  1714  1667  1447

Winamac
1916  1787  1744  1563

New Castle
1750  1643  1606  1446

Franklin
2101  1962  1914  1711 Brookville

2179  2046  1995  1801
Greensburg

2205  2071  2024  1814
Columbus

2235  2097  2047  1840

Vincennes
2315  2150  2085  1827
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